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CASE  STUDIES - ESPC Target 1 

A widely accessible working list of known plant species, as a step  
towards a complete world flora  

Checklists are an essential step in assessing the overall distribution and also the threat to particu-
lar species. The Checklist for European liverworts was published in 2002. The list covers all the 
countries of Europe including the European part of Russia (west of the Urals and including Novaya 
Zemlya and Franz Josef Land in the Russian Artic), the European parts of Turkey and Kazakhstan, 
and the northern Macaronesian Islands. Over 500 taxa are included on the list, including their na-
tional conservation status in the countries involved, and the authors also report on those taxa just 
outside of the study region.  

In addition to the checklists of bryophtes the ECCB are also coordinating an update of the 1995 
Red List of European Bryophytes.  

1. Racomitrium laginosum - 2.  Sphagnum  - 3&4. Polytrichum commune (Photo: Laurie Campbell) 
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